
Rogart Community Council
Ordinary Meeting
26 June 2023 1930
Rogart Hall

Attendance: F Roach K Mackay R Allan M Fox T Sutherland J Hedges Cllr R Gale

1. Apologies C Ross Amy McHardy Jim MacGillivray

2. Declarations of interest:  Jonathan Hedges RDT Trustee F Roach Kilbruar Trustee


3. Minutes from previous meeting Proposed TS Seconded RA

4. SSEN Powerline Consultation: 
Summary of discussion
· All households received a card through door from SSEN. 
· There were drop in events Brora, Bonar and there was an online portal for comments. 
· SSEN were swamped by over 1400 responses. 
· The original plan was for a 2-week review followed by a decision on the preferred route. 
· This timescale has now disappeared. 
· The Brora public meeting was attended by 200 people. 
· Tight timescale by contractors SSEN.
· Routes poorly modelled. 
· Follow up meeting Rogart Brora Golspie CCs met M Todd and J Stone.
· Role of SG and OFGEM: Consented (through planning) windfarm developments have to be given a grid connection. Planning itself creates the requirement. It is a commercial activity creating value for a windfarm and landowner.  SSEN, as a monopoly supplier of infrastructure have a Licence Condition to treat all applicants equally (badly or well). 
· SG has targets for onshore and offshore wind. Onshore wind is currently at 5GW, with planning and consented schemes taking us to 10GW, the target is 20GW. 
· Offshore wind. ScotWind has 26.4 GW leased, with huge amounts of electricity to be sent somewhere. 
· SSEN Proposing subsea Wick to Peterhead; Peterhead on land to Angus; Spittal- Beauly. 
· Presumption to no nuclear and no fracking in Scotland which Ofgem accept. J Stone feels SG could refuse to reject additional wind capacity if they chose to. 
· Proposal for Rogart is a line via Kinnauld/Morvich or Blarich to Loch Buidhe- new subsubstation- and thence to Beauly, where new lines comes in from Fort Augustus (serving Skye) and Peterhead. 
· Communities far from happy. 
· Another round of consultation will take place later in the year.
· East Sutherland CCs may prefer the inland route for new 57m pylons.
· Subsea has capacity of 2GW compared to 5GW across land.
· Can we stress that it needs to be done properly even if more expensive?
· Poor info generally. It is not clear how much capacity is in the existing system. 
· M Todd and Stone said she would contact Ofgem, J Stone to talk contact G Shapps UK Energy Minister. 
· Scottish target for 2045 energy production is 161TWh, of which 60TWh required in for Scottish domestic use, 101 TWh to be exported elsewhere. 
· Members of the public feel Rogart has been ignored.
· It is a commercial opportunity for generators.  
· No planning app at moment - it’s talks about talks. 
· A new cable route requires planning consent. On existing corridor, a new line has to be at least 100m to from the existing line. 
· There is no community benefit; landowners receive a small payment for hosting pylons.
· RCC will hold a public meeting when the next consultation comes out, but care should be taken to avoid Blarich v Kinnauld argument.


5. Acheilidh windfarm.  Delays on bird surveys etc. Descoped to 12 x 230/200 and now closer to Garvary. Viewpoints at Knockarthur, Langwell and Little Rogart asked for in Scoping still not added. Garvary was objected to by THC turn down on impact of views from Struie. Lengthy debate on name change from Lairg III to Acheilidh (geographically accurate and asked for by the CC) with some members of the public feeling there has been no consultation. Others were concerned about turbines dominating the strath.

6. Other windfarm developments- Garvary is opposed by THC (but will be decided by SG Gov Energy Consents Unit).   Meall Buidhe (8 x149 40 MW) has been consented on appeal. Strathoykel (11 x200 50MW) has been proposed. But AILs via Edderton. Craig Rhiabhach is seeking a further 3 turbines, battery storage and extension from 25 to 40 years. Chleansaid - no update on 16 x200. RG encouraged views to be expressed to THC and ECU.

7. Rogart Development Trust. Entertainments Licence now in place.  A number of events are planned.


8. Community Benefit Funds inc legacy project. Applications to Gordonbush and Kilbraur are required from the parish. SSE legacy project c £200k- clock tower, Games area have been suggested, but this will require people to develop this. St Mirren’s graveyard gate repairs suggested for microgrant funding. 

9. Community Development Plan. 2016 plan needs to be refreshed. Local Place Plan by Mar 2024 to help inform THC Local Development Plan. Place Plans are to consider climate change, local initiatives for active travel community food growing, sites for housing inc affordable housing, new tourism/communities facilities, new or retained local employment, retaining improving quality open space, conservation of natural and built environment, improvements in neighbourhood centre. Need to review current LDP (for next meeting) for post 2027.


10. The Hub Applications Gbush £5k and Kilbraur. NHS no funds offered.

11. Newsletter. Thanks to PH as editor, more volunteers for delivery. Deadline 7 July for next issue.

12. Gala 2023. Success. CC great to see young folk involved.

13. Roads condition. Current resurfacing and kerbing to be done. Concern expressed about Eiden bridge. Knockarthur missing gap 100m, Acheilidh bend. RG- report on THC website. RG 195 defects, this year 24 will be done.


14. Micro Grants. Hygiene courses. Does PTA qualify – yes if not statutory. School Gym equipment has been condemned; details requested. 

15. Future of St Callans Church. Closure by end 2024. 


16. Community Council Election 2023. All up for grabs. Encourage others to stand.

17. [bookmark: _Hlk84188681]Finance £8905 in bank, of which £3153 ring fenced, £5700 left, £1000 legacy.


18. Planning applications 3: Tressady Craigton Peat Mgt Plan, house near Banscol, shed at Ardachu.

19. Correspondence and Communications- nil


20. AOB A member of the public asked why RCC had not raised any objection to the Gordonbush hydrogen proposal as it is road access issue. Not in CC area. Gbush.  Should we have commented?  NB Construction traffic for Gb Extn didn’t go through Rogart. Plant- still in consultation. Daily HGV traffic. MOP to check status of proposal, as it may not be in planning yet.

21. DONM Aug 21




