Rogart Community Council
Minute 06 March 2023 1930
Rogart Hall




1. Attendance: Jonathan Hedges Rachel Allan Tommy Sutherland Amy McHardy Frank Roach Cllr Richard Gale 
Apologies:  Christine Ross Cllr Jim McGillivray Cllr Leslie-Anne Niven Matt Fox Karen Ross

2. Declarations of interest: JH Trustee RDT FR Trustee Kilbraur WCBT

3. Minutes from previous meeting: Approved JH Seconded RA

4. Windfarm developments:

 SSEN pylon line 400kV proposed, via Aberscross/Kinnauld or Blarich to Loch Buie, 57 m high, 350m apart. Reason is for largely offshore wind power to be carried. This is not a planning application, but an early consultation. Further discussion is needed with SSEN.

Acheilidh Windfarm:  discussion on establishing views of the community. Likely to be 12 turbines only, but back to 230m high, further behind the hill. EK was knocked back by THC at Strathoykel. Viewpoints are still unchanged- we sought views from the heights to be included.

Cleansaid, Garvary, Lairg II - no news

5. Community Benefit Funds inc legacy project. KM submitted a funding bid for hub to original  Gbush Fund.  Legacy: £200k. Clocktower proposed. CR felt that we should not rush in, and it is not extra money.

6. Community Development Plan: 2016 Hazel Allen work to be refreshed. Funding bid to WF funds. CC to look at it and think about changes that have occurred since then (pub, school etc.). RG to forward Go Golspie plan details, and a Place Plan is underway for Sutherland by Jan 24 (contact David Cowie). This should precede the CDP. FR to contact D Cowie.

7. The Hub: see 5

8. Newsletter:  Editor Pete Horsler spoke about surveying opinions on EK Windfarm plan. Next issue end of month.

9. War Memorial: best new entry award on display

10. Rogart Development Trust: First Aid course undertaken by Trustees. Entertainments Licence applied for. Market 18 Mar, Swish Sale 22 Apr. Letter from RDT seeking approval for extension  Gbush money to go on Phase 2 of the Mart- details in the letter circulated, totalling £71k using this year’s £24k and the final years brought forward. 20+ years of £24k to come. Current money is passed to RDT with RCC blessing.  (KM has also contacted NHS for the HUB also). FR to summarise how much funding and for how long coming to the parish. All RCC members need to have a turn at being on a panel or trust. Generally Rogart does not bid often enough for funding. Some areas have professional fundraisers which helps.

11. Roads condition:  KM reported complaints from road users.  THC has £140m of roads maintenance backlog. THC has funding for 15/187 projects. Can THC demand roads conditions reports are done before and after windfarm campaigns?  For example  Cleansaid with its up to 186 HGVs per day should require proper monitoring. Could WF routes receive funds as per STTS? SG does not always bear the consequences of their planning decisions. 

12. Coronation: Tea planned for 6 May, as per Jubilee Tea attended by 75. Approved. 

13. Micro Grants: Charlotte’s  MG application to be sent to members for approval.

14. [bookmark: _Hlk84188681]Finance: Km not present

15. Planning applications: Forest Rd extension at Davoch

16. Correspondence and Communications: nil

17. AOB: Culvert at Eiden  A Campbell) 

18. DONM: TBC inc AGM (and elections in November). ICO – AM. 




