
April 2025      

ROGART NEWS 
Community Council Jottings 

The Tuesday Hub in the Hall has received funding 
for a further year from the Gordonbush Extension 
Fund. 

Pollie Windfarm (Ben Armine/Amat) is being 
proposed by ESB/Coriolis.  10 out of 13 turbines 
are within  Rogart. The CC has responded to the 
Scoping Report. A public exhibition will be held in 
the Hall before the school holidays. 

SSEN Power Line planning application is expected 
Spring 2025. 

£20k has been awarded by Kilbraur to the CC for 
the renewal of the Play Park. The majority of the 
funding required will be sought from the  
Gordonbush Legacy Fund. The Friends of St 
Callan's will also be seeking Legacy funding for 
the purchase of St Callan's as a community asset. 

Driving lessons micro-grants have been increased 
to £350. For these and other community Micro-
grants up to £500 contact 
carriehayhurst@yahoo.co.uk. 

Terms of Reference between the CC and 
Gordonbush are being negotiated for the Rogart 
Community Forum which will enable community 
groups to receive funding to assist with training, 
compliance, insurance etc. The funds will be held 
by the CC and will be awarded  on an annual 
basis. 

The next CC meeting will be on Mon 2 June. 

Rogart Development Trust 
Update 

As the warmer weather arrives, the season for 
events at the Mart is beginning! On the spring 
schedule so far, we are looking forward to the first 
of our biannual clothes swishes and the fully 
booked spring market.  These are both expected 
to be lovely days; the perfect way to ease into 

what looks to be a very busy season (especially 
over summer!) 

Dates for your diary:
Saturday 26th April 2025, 11am-1pm – Clothes 
swish at the Mart 

Saturday 24th May 2025, 10am-2pm – Spring 
Market at the Mart 

Teen Jam Session:
Advance notice – we are going to be running a 
pilot project called ‘Teen Jam Session’ on 
Saturday 13th September 2025, 6pm-8pm in the 
mart.  We will have slots for local young people to 
come play a tune, play a small set, and generally 
have an awesome evening,  If you are a young 
person of High School age and you can sing or 
play music, please email us at 
kat.lee@rogartdevelopmenttrust.com to book a 
slot.  Whether it is one acapella song, a solo 
guitarist or drummer wanting to demonstrate 
some skills, a fiddle and boxy duo for a few tunes, 
or an aspiring rock band wanting to play a wee set 
– we want to hear from you!! Golspie High School 
are very supportive of this, and we are delighted 
that Sutherland Schools pipe band will be 
opening the evening for us!  We would love to 
promote our talented local young people and 
help their musical journeys by offering a space to 
play a wee gig! This event will also be ticketed, so 
people will be able to come along and support 
our local young musicians.  If the event is a 
success, we would love to offer more gigs like 
these! We are advertising this in advance so that 
our young folk have plenty of time to prepare any 
tunes that they wish to perform.  

Orchard update:
We are delighted that work on developing the 
community orchard has also begun on the Mart 
site and are really looking forward to seeing this 
project develop over this year.  We are delighted 
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with the beautiful trees that we have received from 
Des Kelly at Torbreck Orchard and are hoping to 
soon add soft fruit bushes and such.  Our vision is 
that this will soon be a vibrant and beautiful 
community space where we can grow and share 
food.  We have received lots of excellent advice and 
guidance from lots of people about the orchard 
project and are very grateful for all the continued 
support. 

We will soon be organising work parties to take 
down the gorse on the Pittentrail hill to maintain the 
round Rogart paths network and may also in due 
time organise strimming and weeding parties at the 
orchard.  We welcome any offers of help – these 
days out are usually good craic! 

Getting involved and staying up to date:
We are in the process of setting up a mailing list 
(separate from our existing members mailing list) for 
anyone who wishes to be kept up to date with 
‘What’s on at the Mart’.  If you would like to be 
added to this mailing list please send an email to 
kat.lee@rogartdevelopmenttrust.com entitled ‘Event 
list please’, and we will add you to it.  There will be 
an unsubscribe option for any mailing list should 
you later decide you no longer wish to receive the 
emails.  

If you are resident within Rogart Parish and would 
like to become a member of RDT, please visit our 
website at www.rogartdevelopmenttrust.com/
documents  and complete the RDT membership 
form that is on the page there.  If you do not live in 
the Parish of Rogart but are interested in RDT and 
our projects, you can apply to become an ‘Associate 
Member’ using the same form – please ensure to 
click the appropriate box. 

If you would like to volunteer at events or get 
involved with any of our projects, we would love to 
hear from you! RDT is entirely volunteer led, 
including all of the trustees, and our volunteer 
group is of great value to us.  If you would like to be 
informed about volunteering opportunities, please 
send an email entitled ‘Volunteer’ via the website or 
email address given above and we will be delighted 
to keep you posted.   

Special thank you’s:
After 5 years of lending her time, wisdom and 
advice to RDT, Kate Roach has stepped down from 
trusteeship for a very well-deserved rest.  We would 
like to say a huge thank you to her again for her time 

and energy in spearheading all the projects she has 
led in that time, namely the Round Rogart Paths and 
the Mart refurbishment.  Her contributions to the 
village are very much appreciated by all, and we are 
delighted she is staying on as a member and 
volunteer steward for events.  Thank you so very 
much Kate.   

Your RDT Trustees are: 
Kat Lee (Chair) 
Mairi Mackay (Members secretary)  
Jonathan Hedges 
Liz Allan  
Karen Mackay  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rogartmart  
Web: https://www.rogartdevelopmenttrust.com/

Friends of St Callan’s 

The Friends of St Callan's were formed following the 
announcement that the Church of Scotland would 
closing the historic St Callan's Church.    There was 
widespread support within the parish and further 
afield to retain the building in public ownership. 
FOSC is now a registered charity whose purposes 
are education, culture and heritage. Funerals 
(religious or humanist) and weddings will continue 
to be held there.  The Trustees of FOSC are Tommy 
Sutherland, Genna Grant, Kate Roach, Rachel Allan 
and Frank Roach.  

The Friends are negotiating to purchase the church 
for £40k to secure the building as a community 
asset.   FOSC are hoping that the Alison Ramsay 
Legacy of £60k which was left for the upkeep of the 
building will be transferred to the new charity.  

FOSC require the support of the community in order 
to operate, and we will soon be looking to sign up 
members. There is no cost. The membership has an 
important role in electing the Trustees.  

Genna Grant Secretary    stcallans1@gmail.com 
cairnside@yahoo.com 

Local Angling 

The Rogart Angling club is currently looking for 
more members.

The club provides a varied access to a set of lochs 
and riverbank locations, delivering Trout and 
Salmon angling amongst the scenic hills and Straths 
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like shown, please feel free to email them to 
rogart.gala1@hotmail.com 

We are also requesting that any trophy holders 
from previous years could return their trophies as 
soon as possible, please either contact the Gala on 
Facebook or email to arrange return.  

Call for Volunteers
The Rogart Gala committee is on the lookout for 
new members to help with organising and support 
on the day for this year’s Gala.  

The Gala is a fantastic event held for all in the 
community and is organised and run by volunteers, 
but like everything else, extra help and support is 
always welcomed, as without this help the gala 
would not be able to go on. 

The next Rogart Gala meeting is planned for: 
Thursday 8th May at 7:30pm, Rogart Hall 

Anyone who wants to get involved is invited to join, 
any new ideas, support and help on the day is more 
than welcome! For anyone who would like to help 
on the day but is unavailable to attend this meeting 
please contact the Rogart Gala Facebook page or 
email to let us know.  

The committee will also start erecting the gala tents 
the weekend before the gala on Saturday 31st May 
and Sunday 1st June which we would kindly 
request for anyone who is able to come and give a 
hand! 

A letter to Pittentrail Residents: 

Dear Residents, 
This letter is on behalf of the Rogart Gala 
Committee. This year’s event will be taking place 
from Thursday 5th June until Sunday 8th June 2025.  

We would just like to make you aware that there will 
be some noise throughout the weekend. We 
apologise in advance for this, but we hope you 
understand. We have set up the stage to try and 
mitigate most of the music so it will be played away 
from the houses. There are only going to be a few 
musicians and therefore limited speakers.  

We hope you will come along to support the events 
as it is a very friendly community gathering which 
can be enjoyed by all ages. We can’t wait to see you 
there! 

Yours faithfully,  
Rogart Gala Committee 

of the Rogart parish at a reasonable annual 
subscription.

If you are interested then please contact Alex 
Stefaniak alexanderstefaniak@btinternet.com

Some Consequences of the 
Railway 

The construction of the Sutherland Railway in the 
mid 1860s involved a huge army of itinerant 
labourers, who set up home in makeshift camps, 
and moved on as soon as the stretch of line was 
complete. Their living conditions, in rough and 
ready huts, were squalid. 

These navvies were considered a race apart, often 
treated with fear and suspicion by the local 
community, and portrayed in the newspapers as 
lawless, drunken, brutes. About 150 of these men 
came to Rogart, resulting in police reports of 
drunkenness, disorderliness and fights.  

The railway builders gained a reputation for hard 
living and hard drinking, so pay day often became 
a flashpoint for trouble.   

These men must have seemed very exotic to the 
local lasses. But, they also had money which may 
have enhanced their attractiveness. Marriage to 
men with alien names like McBean and McMaster 
occurred, and a baby boom followed in the 
navvies’ wake.  

Rogart Heritage Society 

Rogart Gala 2025 

Planning is now well underway for this year’s 
Rogart Gala! This year’s Gala will start on Thursday 
5th June with a Car Treasure Hunt, followed by the 
Fancy Dress Parade and Fancy Dress Football on 
Friday evening, a family fun day, pipe band parade 
and evening dance on Saturday, and Duck and 
Boat races, songs of praise and Grand Raffle on 
Sunday! For full details of the weekend’s activities, 
programmes can be purchased in the Rogart Shop 
and Pittentrail Garage, updates will also be posted 
on the Rogart Gala Facebook page. 

This year’s event is also calling for any old photos 
of previous galas that you may have. These will be 
played on a slideshow throughout the Family Fun 
Day on Saturday, celebrating Rogart Gala Through 
the Years! If you have any old photos, you would 
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Cycle Time Trials return to Rogart 

Local cycling club East Sutherland Wheelers will 
welcome riders from across the North to Rogart Hall 
on 17 May to take part in two open time trial events 
which form part of the wider Scotland North TT 
Series. 

The morning event will see riders set off at one 
minute intervals from Pitfure on a 10 mile return 
route, which is considered one of the more 

challenging courses in the  North Series. In the 
afternoon, they will test their strength and climbing 
skills on another testing route from Pitfure to 
Knockarthur. 

Rogart is a favourite venue for the Wheelers, who 
meet in the village over the Spring and Summer 
months, for their weekly club time trials. The club, 
which organises social rides, both on and off road, 
as well as more competitive events, is always keen 
to welcome new members. Seek them out on 
Facebook!   

Rogart diary 

Hall
The Hub is on every Tuesday – 11.00am – 2.30pm 
Dancing every Friday night – 7.30pm-8.30pm (Last 
night 25th April) 
Rogart Heritage Society – Ceilidh night – April 5th 
7.30pm-10.30pm 
Strath Fleet Buttons & Bows music group practice 
nights – April 7th, 14th, 28th, May 12th, 26th, June 
9th, 30th  
Sutherland Accordion Accordion & Fiddle Club 
practice nights every Thursday finishing at the end of 
April. 
Coffee & Blether – The 3rd Thursday of each month 
– 10.30am – 12.00 
Sutherland Accordion & Fiddle Club Ceilidh 
Dance – Saturday 19th April with Guest Artiste – 
Kirkjuvagar from Orkney. 
Pamela Duff Saturday 26th April 7.30pm-10.30pm 
in aid of  Hall funds 

East Sutherland Walk and Talk 

Are you new to East Sutherland and looking to 
explore more of the area, retired and looking for 
something new, or simply just wanting to get out of 
the house and meet some new people? 

If so, why not join our social, low level, friendly 
walking group.  Come and join us on a Monday or 
Thursday.  For more information look us up on 
Facebook ‘east Sutherland walk and talk’.  
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