Rogart Community Council
Minutes of meeting held on
1st December 2020
7.30pm via Zoom Cloud Meetings due to COVID 19

Present: Frank Roach (FR), Christine Ross (CR), Liz Allan (LA), Jonathon Hedges (JH), Tommy Sutherland (TS), Matthew Fox (MF), Amy McHardy (AM) and Karen Mackay (KM).

Apologies: Jim McGillivray 

Part of Meeting: Richard Gale (RG).

Also Present: Graham Cormack (GC) ((Scottish Ambulance Service)) and 9 members of the public.

FR welcomed and thanked GC for attending. As discussed at the last meeting the community was concerned about the ambulance service getting lost twice recently in the area, and wished to discuss this with GC to see if there anything that can be done to help the crew. GC apologized for this; he stated that when someone calls 999 it goes through to a call centre, there are 3 in Scotland – Inverness, Edinburgh and Glasgow. Usually most calls from this area go through to Inverness, but if they are busy it goes to another call centre. GC is hopeful the complications will be eased as there is new software and system. The old system gave a generalised area, now the new software can give a more accurate location. GC asked if we could monitor the situation and get back to him if there are still issues. There is an App he suggested for everyone to get called ‘what 3 words?’ where it gives the ambulance crew a 3 metre area of where the person is. GC said hopefully the community will not experience this problem again, but he is obviously unable to promise this. JH asked if there was anything that we could do to help the situation such as call himself as he is a postie so knows most areas in Rogart. GC said the Ambulance Service has recognized they needed to improve and have taken steps to help this. FR asked if the lack of signage could affect this, GC said all ambulances have trackers and route maps, so there should be very few places where they are unable to find. He also said it would be beneficial to have more visible signage. FR asked about response time, GC was unable to give an answer to this, but did say there is more funding and Golspie will be crewed 24/7 soon, with 3 new posts required. There is also further development in Lairg with one of the members of staff doing an advanced paramedic course but he is unsure where she will be based. An advanced paramedic will be able to treat people at home as they have prescribing rights, and this should save hospital admissions. FR thanked GC for attending and invited him back in the future. 

GC left the meeting.

1. FR welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Declarations of interest – FR, KM, AM are all members of RDT.

3. The minutes from the last meeting were discussed. 

FR said Remembrance Sunday was a very small affair, there were a few wreaths laid, with very few people - keeping up with social distancing rules.

JH said he got a quote from Mackie regarding resurfacing of Corry Meadow football pitch. The cost will be over £100,000, as he would need to build on top of what is already there plus the cost of materials.

JH and TS accepted the minutes from the meeting on 6th October 2020.

4. MFR cash for kids – FR stated that the school raised an amazing amount of money to win the competition. He thanked and praised everyone who donated to help the school, as well as everyone involved with the school to do the fund raising.

5. Community Council Training – he asked all members of the CC to watch the YouTube video at their soonest convenience. Action: All CC Members

6. Young v Rogart CC court action – FR explained about the claim put in against the CC for an accident due to a marquee tent. The claim has been settled finding 70% liability to the CC, and 30% liability to the Girl Guides. This will increase RCC’s insurance cost. The RCC have since given Rogart Gala the marquee, which they previously rented. FR asked if the Gala are aware of the situation and if they have appropriate insurance;AM stated they had correct insurance and the Gala had already decided they will not be renting them out to anyone. RG said the CC should not own any assets so it was best that the Gala now have the tents. He said other CCs can learn from this, and that every CC member has personal liability and not the CC as a whole.

7. Rogart Resilience – FR said this is in abeyance at the moment, and will be restarted if need be. Money that the CC had received had now been returned to HIE. KM said only £2781 out of £10000 had been spent. FR said we were not the only community to return money. There are other funds available if it was required.

RG left the meeting, as his broadband connection was very poor.

8. Gordonbush Windfarm Community Benefit Fund – MF said there was not much to report, they had a virtual meeting 2 weeks ago which he was unable to attend. He did say that RDT had their grant application for the Rogart Round walk accepted.

9. Gordonbush Windfarm Community Fund – grant money from SSE can be given on an annual basis or RCC can choose to receive the fund as an endowment. Helmsdale have chosen to take theirs annually, however Golspie and Brora have chosen the endowment option. £117,000 will be shared, £2500 to each local community and the rest to Highland wide sustainable fund for bigger projects (such as the Rogart mart), it works out at £30000 per year. FR stated he thought taking the money annually would be the best for Rogart as there is likley to be upcoming projects which will require money coming soon, all cc members agreed except CR. LA asked if the money can be rolled over if not spent, CR is unsure of this. CR thinks we should consider investment, and said SSE will want a plan so they can see what the money will be used for so we will need to do this. If the money is to be given to RDT, we will need to decide whether RCC wish for them to keep it all, or if it is to be shared between other community projects. FR will contact Fiona Morrison from SSE to discuss our concerns regarding the roll over of left over money. The committee agreed to receive the money annually. Action: FR
10.  Kilbraur Windfarm Community Benefit Trust – LA explained that £2500 has been awarded to each community in the area; this is going to be used for the elderly and the children. LA has been in touch with the Primary PTA and Entertainments Committee about this. All children are to get a Lindsay’s voucher, Claire Gordon asked if it was every child in the school who was going to receive this gift as there are some children who live in Golspie but come to school in Rogart, LA said they are unable to not give to a certain child if all other children are getting it so everyone in school as well as all home schooled children will receive the voucher.

11. Rogart Development Trust – JH said they have revisited the Mart plans as the new trustees have changed the design and this had to be re-costed but they should have a better idea of things in the next few weeks. 

He also mentioned as discussed above that RDT have received funding for the replacing of Dalmore Bridge.

All members of RDT have voted to investigate a community buy out of the pub, there will be an AGM next month to discuss this further. RDT have applied for a microgrant to pay for the Scottish Land Fund application form which is to be put together for the next stage of this process. All CC members agreed.

12. Pittentrail Inn – see above

13. Forestry Consultation – as discussed in last meeting the Forestry Land Scotland wished to harvest trees at Dalmore and Davoch, we agreed to find out more about the possibility of the community taking over the areas. FR to speak to Malcolm MacDougall, he is aware of the situation but also realizes the community is burdened with projects at the moment. JH would like to join in the call with FR and Malcolm. Action: FR & JH

14. Windfarm Developments – Lairg 2 fund will be split into 36% Lairg, 25% Criech, 22% Rogart, 12% Ardgay and 5% Dornoch. It will be £53000 per annum. Still unsure if planning has been accepted for this or not. JH has attended meetings about this previously but has not received emails recently about it. JH is to chase up Alan Macintyre who is involved in Lairg 2, and will also find out if the above percentages are fixed. There is possibility of other money through tg=he ABO scheme Action: JH

15. Newsletter – Will not be a November edition this year, as there was a lack of articles. Will have another one out in February.

16. Tourism Issues – All local communities concerned about lack of infrastructure for NC500 caravans and campervans. There will be an online meeting with MSP Maree Todd, and the HC are to produce a report. 

KM previously asked about parking area for people to stop to see the goats.

No overnight parking at the hall signage – FR to look into.  Action: FR

17. Sutherland Food Group – FR has attended a meeting regarding this, there are different schemes going on in the local area such as setting up new cafes, gardens and food banks. JH agrees this is a good idea but is too busy to be involved. He is happy to attend meetings about it. FR and JH to attend.

18. Finance – KM said there is £20798.35 in the account, £13827.81 of which is ring fenced for Windfarm grant money and HIE repayment.

As discussed last meeting £500 was to be given to 8 local community groups, FR asked if Rogart in Bloom could be given the donation instead of SWRI, all agreed. KM to get in touch with all of these groups to get their bank details so the money can be transferred. Action: KM

19. Correspondence – AM said there had only been once correspondence since last meeting, this was an email about Glencassley Windfarm. The project manager would like to meet RCC members to discuss this. FR does not think this would affect us as it is too far away from Rogart. AM to forward the email to everyone and take it from there. Action: AM

20. Planning applications – JH said there was only one planning application this was a new house up at Banscol

21. AOB – 

· TS went to the graveyard with 3 20l drums of water and a new watering can so people are able to water flowers, but this has all been stolen!! He has plan for another system which cannot be stolen but has not had time to set this up yet. Action: TS
· TS said the ‘Dog Poo’ bin up at Corry Meadow has gone missing, and the amount of dog dirt on the field is awful. AM to email RG about this, and to also check if there is still a ‘Dog Poo Warden’ and if so to ask him to come up to see Corry Meadow. Action: AM
· TS asked about the Christmas Lights, he said Seamus normally puts them up and spent over £200 on fixing them last year. TS wondered if worth setting up new committee for this so more can be bought with possible microgrant money. CR said the CC could give £500 from Gordonbush Windfarm and £500 from Kilbraur Windfarm. TS said he was going to organize tree and lights for the loading bay at the mart, KM said Bob Meeres had already given a tree for this which is in the shop garden and KM had bought some lights. It was suggested that a small meeting could take place and others in the community could be asked to help Gordon, Lee, Mac and James. Action: TS
· LA said the speed sign at the school is permanently flashing, so must be switched on all the time when only needs to be on during school hours. AM to email RG about this. Action: AM
· TS asked about the cars parked outside Corryview, as he unable to get his lorry up past them sometimes. FR said another member of the community has the same issue. TS and FR will discuss this further. Action: TS & FR
· TS said he had been in contact with the HC regarding the car parked outside the hall, the HC say that it in the Hall car park so it is up to the hall to remove it. Charlotte said it is parked on the HC land as it is on the roadside and not inside the car park. AM to email RG about this. Action: AM
· LA requested a new passing place on the straight at Clammaie, as it is very overgrown and you cannot see if anything is coming. LA to explain the exact spot and then this can be sent to the HC to discuss. Action: LA
· AM said although she has contacted the police about the speeding through the Lairg side of the village, but the traffic is still driving too fast. She suggested a flashing sign could maybe be purchased to help prevent this, all agreed this was a good idea. AM to look at prices and different options. Action: AM
· JH mentioned about the new Gordonbush Extension convoy. All dates and times are on their website, they usually reach Golspie about 2 hours after leaving Nigg. If anyone has any issues to contact JH. FR said there has been no contractors coming through Rogart for this since Fiona Morrison spoke to them
· FR said the boundary commission wishes to decrease the amount of councilors in the area down to 4 for the whole county. The HC are not supportive of this, and they wish to keep it the same as it currently is.
· Oliver Lee asked about better broadband in the community, he said there is a grant available through gigabit for better community broadband. JH said RDT looked into this 2-3 years ago but decided against it as they felt the government could improve this at any moment and it would be a waste of community money. Oliver lives at Banscol and he was advised there is fibre in that area but he will need to connect to it, LA said it can be done but unsure how, she will find out and speak to Oliver about this. Action: LA
· Oliver asked if Rogart could get funding from Beatrice Offshore Windfarm, FR and CR said it was only coastal towns. There is a Highland wide one which Rogart can apply for next year.
· AM said another sheep had been attacked and killed on the back road between Rovie and Davoch last week by a dog.
      

FR closed the meeting at 9.40pm.
Next meeting: Tuesday 2nd February at 7.30pm via Zoom Cloud Meetings
