Rogart Community Council minutes of meeting 8/4/2024 19.30hrs
Present: Frank Roach, Mathew Fox, Jonathan Hedges, Rachel Allen, Carrie Hayhurst
Councilors: Richard Gale
Apologies:  Shannon Ross, Tommy Sutherland
1. Sam Macmillan from ESB Energy discussed the upcoming construction of Chleansaid windfarm. Project manager Duncan Scott sent his apologies but said he would attend future events. Construction traffic, one of the main concerns from Rogart about the project, was due to start summer/autumn 2026, and Sam stated ESB’s commitment to managing this as effectively as possible. Questions and concerns from the public:
Would on site borrow pits be used to reduce HGV traffic? On-site investigation to begin soon.
Action to be taken to manage risks to vulnerable road users? Sam to give a written reply. 
Managing Police escorts. Previous experience was that they could sometimes be stressed and rude.
Road damage: any damage will be repaired by the developer. 
Recycling turbines: recyclable blades were hoping to be used.
More passing places were needed to allow people to pass large loads.
Better communication was requested for the timing of loads.

2. Declarations of interest: JH-RDT/Gordonbush panel, RA-KWCBT, MF-Gordonbush panel
3. Approval of minutes of meeting 5/2/24 proposed-JH, approved CH
4. SSE pylon line drop in event: was well attended, and the likely route for the new line is close to the existing 275kv line but will not be confirmed until the summer. Planning permission has not yet been granted.
5. Gordonbush panel: Brora CC have written to Rogart CC requesting that their funds be ‘ring fenced’, in a similar way to Rogart, the CC agreed to this. The Gordonbush panel will be advertising for an additional non-CC member to represent Rogart on the panel.
6. Acheilidh windfarm: no planning application yet but expected soon.
7. Place Plan: the CC has been awarded £20,000 from Gordonbush windfarm to help create a Rogart Place Plan. Three consultants are to be approached to help enable this.
8.Rogart Community Forum: voluntary groups in the CC area have been approached to identify core operating costs, with a view to these being partly funded by the Gordonbush extension fund.
9. Community Benefit Funds: a reminder to local groups to apply for funding from the local windfarm benefit funds. Money from Kilbruar is not ringfenced.
10. Friends of St Callans Church: good community interest in the project. The John Macdonald Archive is now stored there. A SCIO is to be formed, then the Church of Scotland is to be approached to discuss the purchase of the building.
11.Rogart Development Trust: phase 2 of the Mart project is now under way with additional sheltered and paved areas being created. A grant for the community orchard has been approved by Gordonbush, but not yet by Kilbruar.
12. The Hub: well attended and receives positive feedback. However, funding will be running out in October. The long-term funding strategy is to be discussed.
13.Newsletter: contributions are requested for the next edition.
14. Micro Grants: 2 applications for driving lessons
15. Finance: everything is satisfactory, and the yearly accounts are about to be completed.
16. Roads issues: Davoch bridge timber decking is damaged, affecting vehicles and slippery for pedestrians when wet, water coming out of the road at Eiden, lack of crash barriers north of the crossroads in the centre of the village, general potholes and damaged road edges, speeding at Macdonald Place.
17. Planning applications: nothing
18.AOB
Dog fouling: signs have been placed around the village
Bins: Rogart will be moving to a 3 bin service
Community car service for patient transport: RG mentioned a new company which has been formed, Sutherland Resilience Initiative, to enhance existing services across Sutherland.
Roadside litter: Windfarm and Railway workers mentioned as part of an increasing problem.









