RCC Meeting 14/02/22 Minute

1. Sederunt/Apologies
Present: Karen Mackay, Matthew Fox, Jonathan Hedges, Frank Roach, Amy McHardy, Liz Allan, Cllr Richard Gale
Apologies: Cllr Jim McGillivray, Tommy Sutherland, Christine Ross

2. Declarations of interest: RDT Trustees: JH KM LA

3. Minutes from previous meeting. Thanks to RG for abandoned car, dog poo bins, TCH speeding strips. Approved: proposer AM, seconder KM

4. NatureScot on Deer Management: Follow up from previous presentation from David Patterson SNH on DM in parish. DVCs are up
· Plan to discuss with DMG roe deer cull within 1 km of A839
· Marauding deer- can be shot for non-sporting reasons on own ground
· Recommendation to discuss with keepers
· Considering reevaluating are of open, unfenced ground available to the Tressady red deer population
· Reduced sporting demand during Covid, also lower venison demand
(This may involve recalculating densities.)  
Action: JH to liaise with DMG

5. Jubilee Tea: Afternoon tea involving dancing Sat 4 June 1430-1700. Capacity - sitting 100, standing 200. To be funded through Microgrants. Issue memento to primary pupils?
Action: Working Group FR LA AM plus Monica, Kate and Madeleine. AM to book Hall. LA to investigate memento

6. Jubilee Tree/s: Proposal to including a tree planting by the oldest and youngest individuals in the parish, in addition to the avenue of trees. RG to take up avenue with Josie Sutherland at THC.

7. Rogart Gala: takes place 9-12 June with a car treasure hunt, fancy dress, usual Saturday activities and duck race/service.

8. Rogart Development Trust: Mart works begin 24 Feb for June completion.

9. Recycling bins: need to be moved during Mart works. Alternative sites were discussed: Hall car park (no from Hall Committee), car park alongside hall (neighbour issue), end of Mart site beside Hall car park, the Square, in front of loading bank.  RG get THC officer involved.

10. Gordonbush Extension funds: SSE seek the RCC view on advancing back-end funds of c.£24k to RDT for years 24 and 25 (first 3 front-loaded and received by RDT). This will cover Phase 2 of the Mart including fitting-out. The main Gordonbush fund provides £40k pa ring-fenced for Rogart.

Action: RCC to confirm proposal in favour of RDT, updating the MOU end date from 2045 to 2043.

11. Neil Sutherland Legacies: Cheque for £2500 received- £1500 for war memorial/Canadian cairn and £1000 for a bus shelter. Rogart Heritage have a quote for £1100+VAT for the lettering on the cairn. Bus shelter money to be held over until Mart completion as it is likely to be adjacent to the site.

12. Playparks: JH to tidy willow structures.  THC have surveyed playparks and will report £31k to spend in the ward. RG to report back on safety standards and RCC to discuss enhancements which are best procured and carried out through THC.  Survey views at Jubilee Tea? Changes could happen in 2023. Playpark signage required, and BBQ structure (JH).

13. Micro Grants: Paid out: £250 to R Ross for driving, £568 children’s Xmas Lindsay vouchers £63 apron material Coffee and Blether, £70 E Mackay Lifesaving. Remaining voucher to be donated to S Ross. Requested- £500 to Hall for emergency lighting. MF recused himself from this discussion.

Action: KM to report on Microgrant usage to Kilbraur WCB Trust

14. [bookmark: _Hlk84188671]Windfarm developments: Chleansaid response circulated to RCC members. AIL cannot go via Bonar or Spinningdale. Full Transport Mgt Plan to be consulted on with RCC. £500k Community Benefit between RCC, Lairg CC and Bettyhill & Altnaharra CC. Footpath link discussed. Concern about road state north of Lairg with Craig Rhiabhach.
Garvary- 15% split already approved by RCC. Lairg II- RCC believe 20% split due but no contact recently with Energiekontor. Lairg I- no knowledge of why Rogart missed out. MF suggested THC Windfarm map could appear in the newsletter.

15. Future Strategy: FR proposed a community engagement after Mart completion to canvas views on what RCC should do with the substantial community benefit funds which will accrue over the next 25 years. To be discussed in the autumn.

16. [bookmark: _Hlk84188681]Finance: £13030 in the bank, of which £5973 is ring-fenced.

17. Planning applications: Shepherd’s Hut at Drumanairgeid.

18. Correspondence: nil

19. AOB: Newsletter- AM to check with CR and put advert in shop.  Toilets- out of action. Hall reopening Coffee Morning 26/03/22, plus Easter Bonnets. Gala Pub Quiz 26/03/22 evening. School lights flashing.

20. DONM: 09.05.22




