Rogart Community Council
Minutes of meeting held on
6th October 2020
7.30pm via Zoom Cloud Meetings due to COVID 19

Present: Frank Roach (FR), Liz Allan (LA), Jonathan Hedges (JH), Matthew Fox (MF), Amy McHardy (AM), Tommy Sutherland (TS), Karen Mackay (KM) and Richard Gale (RG).

Apologies: Christine Ross (CR), Jim McGillvray (JmcG) and Deirdre Mackay (DM).

Other Attendees: Fiona Morrison from SSE, and one member of the public.


1. FR welcomed everyone to the meeting. FR paid tribute to Alasdair Waddle who sadly passed away recently. Alasdair was a big part of the community, and was previously Chairman of the CC and RDT. A minute’s silence took place.

2. Declarations of interest – JH declared an interest in Forestry Consultation.

3. The minutes from the last meeting were discussed.

· Benches - FR & MF went to look at the benches at Corry meadow, one is slightly damaged, but they felt the others were still in good condition. LA and KM also went up to look at them, and are of the same opinion.

· Corry Meadow football pitch – JH has not had a chance to speak to Mackie regarding a new quote for help improve the field.

           Item 6 - Rogart Resilience – FR stated that the funding has ran out, but there is another community fund which could be an option. This item will be discussed later on in meeting.

Item 13 - Corry Meadow Vehicle Parking – JMcG to follow up

· Item 15 - Correspondence- AM did not have a chance to speak to Charlotte regarding a micro grant for SCCF, but Charlotte was aware of the CC’s decision.

· Item 17 - Parking signs at Hall – MF confirmed that the hall committee are happy for signs to be put up for ‘no overnight parking’, the CC will pay for these.

KM and LA accepted the minutes from the above meeting on 4th August 2020.

4. RDT – JH stated that there has been limited progress recently. The mart is due to go out to tender soon, but plans and funding are been double checked before this happens. JH paid thanks to Kate Roach as she has put in a large amount of work into this. 

Planning permission has been granted for the Dalmore Bridge, but funding has not been accepted yet.

RDT are looking for members to join, JH asked if any CC members would consider this. It would be much appreciated as they are hoping to get as many people involved from the community as possible. Application forms will be available in the shop from tomorrow. 

There has been slight progress in the possible community buy out of Pittentrail Inn, there is now more funding available from Scottish Land Fund but unsure when or how much. MF will have further information in the next few weeks. The mart is taking up most of their time at the moment.

5. Rogart Resilience- the hardship fund has closed, Rogart was awarded £10,000 and only £2781 was spent, the rest needs to be returned. CR is to get the receipts from the shop, and a report needs to be written, FR offered to do this. 

There is another community funding opportunity available, but it was decided Rogart would not apply for it, as it was not really suited to our community. 

FR has taken part in resilience calls every few weeks, other villages have applied for extra funding but there are others like Rogart who will be returning money. Some of the money has been spent on masks for every resident, packs for the school children and shop/garage vouchers. Action: CR & FR

6. Gordonbush Windfarm – Fiona Morrison was present at the meeting, please see attached information about what was discussed. JH thanked Fiona for all her help and support.

7. Kilbraur Windfarm - FR and CR have been involved in filming for the trust regarding publicity, FR spoke about the Round Rogart Path. 

There has been an enquiry raised by OSCAR on workings of the benefit trust, but there are no concerns. The claim has been raised verbally; nothing has been given in writing.

8. Windfarm Development - Kilbraur 2 wind farm planning application has been turned down at Farlary, this is due to the comments about the impact on the landscape and residents. An appeal could be possibly applied for within 3 months.

9. Newsletter – FR expressed thanks to CR for doing this. They will continue to come out on a regular basis, CR suggested February, May, August and November, all agreed. The newsletters are funded by microgrants from Gordonbush and Kilbraur Windfarms.

10. MFR cash for kids – RPS have been taking part in a competition, 6 schools from the whole of the HC area have been chosen to take part. All schools have 2 weeks to raise as much money as possible, with the winners claiming the £3000 prize, 2nd place receive £2000, and 3rd place £1000. All agreed the CC should give a donation to support this, £200 was decided on. FR, KM and AM to sort this out. Action: FR, AM & KM

11. Forestry Consultation – CC members feel there needs to be amendments to the forestry plans. JH who is a part time forestry contractor feels there are many issues and options, such as the community could take over the woods, and woodland crofts could be created. The CC feels this is more of an opportunity for RDT, but they will be unable to take over this at the moment. RG suggested the CC should send a letter to Forestry and Scotland asking to hold plans at the moment as the community would like longer to think about it, and RDT will take over when possible. Action – JH, MF, TS & FR

12. Remembrance Sunday – FR said that as there is now no British Legion in Rogart, it now comes under Creich and Kincardine, so would be up to the CC to organise a remembrance service. Due to COVID it would need to be a socially distanced affair, FR will look into this regarding guidance and track and trace etc. RG said he would be lay the HC wreath in Rogart this year. Action –FR

13. Tourism Issues – Mrs Marriott from Golspie CC sent an email regarding tourism in East Sutherland, FR said he would recirculate the email for all CC members to reread. RG feels that the NC500 area is not coping with the demand of the tourists; he also suggested it might be an idea for someone in Rogart to set up camping facilities in a field. Action – FR

14. Corry Meadow Vehicle Parking – There has been a slight improvement in this area, but is still has some way to go. The HC is still unable to do anything about this due to COVID.

15. Finance – CC has £6200 in the bank account at the moment, with £10,637 ring fenced which is the bulk of RR. We have over spent on the Gordonbush grant money, and are behind on Kilbraur grant money. CR suggested that the CC should give donations to local community groups, it was decided £500 would be given to Rogart PTA, Rogart Hall, Rogart Gala, Rogart SWRI, Rogart Entertainments Committee, Buttons & Bows, and Coffee & a Blether.

16. Correspondences – Kat Lee, who has recently moved to Rogart, has been in touch about creating a Community Garden, FR said Kate had been in touch with her and to contact Hamish as he runs the community garden.

Rebecca from Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust has been in contact regarding current community priorities. It covers 5 communities but since COVID they wish to expand remit. It was suggested a meeting could be arranged where JH would be able to discuss forestry issues, MF and TS also happy to attend this meeting. Actions: JH, MF & TS 

17. Planning Applications – JH stated there were a couple of planning applications for the Rogart area, these were private houses.

18. AOB –

· JH brought up about Ambulances getting lost in the Rogart area, this has happened a number of times and has had major affect on the patient’s who are needing medical attention. All members are asked to think about how this issue can be changed and improved. RG mentioned Graham Cormack is in head of the Ambulance Service in this area, it was suggested we could invite him along to our next meeting to see if he is able to help with this issue. Action – AM

· LA has someone approach her regarding the lack of water in the graveyard for the flowers. TS will have a look and see if there is anything that can be done. Action -TS

· TS explained that there has been 2 attempted break ins in the Rogart area recently -gates and shed doors. There was a major one at Migdale Stores, Bonar Bridge last night. RG questioned why the CC has not had a police report about this, but unsure if they have been reported to the police. AM to get in touch with PC Reiss regarding this. Action -AM        

FR closed the meeting at 9.40pm.

Next meeting: Tuesday 1st December at 7.30pm via Zoom Cloud Meetings

