Rogart Community Council minutes of meeting 2/6/2025 19.30hrs
Present: Frank Roach, Rachel Allen, Carrie Hayhurst, Jonathan Hedges
Councilors: Richard Gale
1.Apologies: Shannon Ross, Tommy Sutherland, Matt Fox
2.Declerations of interest: to be declared in each item
3.Minutes of previous meeting: 31/3/25 proposed CH, seconded RA
4.Finance: draft accounts for the year are showing a surplus of £1025
5.Community Care in Sutherland: community hubs across Sutherland have met with the NHS in an attempt to secure longer-term funding.
6.The Hub: currently funded until next April
7.Place Plan: has still not been fully signed off
8.Sepa Consultation: Sepa are consulting on an environmental performance scheme until June 30th.
9.Sepa Pylon Line and Substation: ground investigation works continue and are set to continue until 2026. There is a planned meeting in Beauly 12th June for community councils to discuss issues arising from the current large number of energy projects.
10.Pollie Windfarm: there will be a public meeting on June 19th. The CC has requested more viewpoints from the Parish and expressed concerns over traffic. JH to consider the proposed viewpoint from Rogart.
11.Acheilidh Windfarm: RG voiced his frustration of the recent planning meeting to reconsider the project and had been told ‘his heart was ruling his head’ in voicing his concerns of the impact of the project on Rogart. The HC voted not to oppose the project. Cost and reputational damage being quoted as some of the reasons. There was discussion of how Rogart still does not know the visual impact of the project, and it was noted that only one viewpoint from Rogart was considered in the meeting. Also, how Highland Councilors had considered the views of Scottish Government in their decision, which is not a planning consideration. Other issues discussed were the need for site visits by the ECU as there will be no public enquiry, the lack of consideration of cumulative noise and the whole process seeming to be a ‘tick box exercise’.
12.Other Windfarm developments: Balblair proposed- 9 turbines 36Mw. 
Cleansaid- Rogart CC met with Lairg CC and the developer to discuss the project and in particular the share of the community benefit for Rogart. Different methods of distributing funds were discussed, and the possibility of community benefit funding some services currently provided by the council. Concerns over staffing levels at Rogart School were given as an example, and discussions are continuing with HC.
More generally FR stated how Scotland currently uses 2 million tonnes of aggregates a year, and there will be considerable practical pressures put on this current demand by the range of energy and infrastructure planned, and the need for Scottish Government to consider the practical implications of this.
13.Rogart Community Forum: a term of reference is being developed with SSE and progress is being made.
14.Community Benefit Funds Gordonbush legacy funding: playpark- after a site visit to Corry View, it was considered that the football pitch would make a better site. Consultation will be needed with the community. The practicalities of managing the funding for the project and ownership of the equipment were discussed. The CC agreed that a subcommittee of RDT would be the appropriate body to take this forward. St Callans-an application for funding to Gordonbush will be made. It has been confirmed that the £60k legacy left by Alison Ramsay for the church can be used for part of the purchase.
15.War Memorial: no update
16.Micro Grants: 2 driving lessons
17.Roads issues: white lining Macdonald Place-RG should be done soon, Eiden bridge is still a concern, cattle grid railings at Eiden
18.Play park: already covered
19.Planning permissions: no CC issues
20.Correspondence and communications: none
21.Newsletter: no update
20.AOB: why can’t windfarm community benefit be used for road repairs?
21.DONM:11/8/25
Meeting closed at 9.15pm














