Rogart Community Council minutes of meeting 5/2/2024 19.30hrs
Present: Frank Roach, Mathew Fox, Jonathan Hedges, Shannon Ross, Rachel Allen, Carrie Hayhurst
Apologies: Richard Gale, Leslie-Anne Niven, Jim Mcgillivray
1.FR proposes the co-option of Carrie Hayhurst, seconded JH
2.Declarations of interest: JH-RDT Trustee
3.Approval of previous minutes: proposed JH, seconded SR
4.Christine Ross has stood down as Rogart representative for the Gordonbush panel, and has been replaced by JH, alongside MF. Liz Allan stood down as representative for the Kilbruar Trust and has been replaced by RA, proposed JH and seconded SR.
5. The Energiekontor planning proposal for Acheilidh windfarm is expected imminently. The survey conducted via the Rogart News produced 102 replies. 100 people were against the proposal, 2 were for. The expected start date if approved is approx 2029 and is expected to have large visual impact. New visualizations from different points around Rogart have now been produced. FR encouraged members of the public to comment online when the planning application goes live and the Community Council will provide a link on Facebook to access this. The CC will be making comments as a Statutory Consultee. 
FR mentioned another windfarm proposal from Low Carbon, who wish to attend the CC to make a presentation. This is to be arranged, possibly in early autumn.
There was discussion around the traffic impact of Chleansaid Windfarm, which FR stated could see up to 186 HGV loads a day if aggregate is to be imported. This was one of the CC’s concerns and the developer is due to attend a CC meeting to discuss this.
6. Place plans were discussed, and Highland Councils use of them in creating a Local Development plan. The CC has applied to the Gordonbush panel to fund a consultant to help facilitate a Rogart Place Plan, establishing current community needs and aspirations.
7. The destination for this year’s Gordonbush Extension funds were discussed (the previous year and two from the end of the fund had gone to RDT) by FR. The proposal was to distribute the approx £25k to local groups to cover operating and training costs, this had been discussed with David Shearer of SSE who confirmed that this was appropriate use of funds. The CC agreed to proceed with the proposal.
8. FR stated that The Friends of St Callans Church will be registered as a SCIO in order to negotiate the purchase of the building, for community use, with the Church of Scotland. Issues around local contributions to the current £333k church funds were discussed, and the desire to keep them in the Parish.
9. RDT update-Kate Roach. Phase Two of the Mart continues, installing additional canopies and safety features. Work is hoping to start soon. A survey had been done to assess support for a community orchard. Of the 71 people who responded 93% were supportive and, on this basis, RDT will apply for funds to take the project forward. 
10. The Hub was discussed, and its continued popularity, with 12-14 people regularly attending, and the need to secure more funding for the future.
11.  Peter Horsler thanked people for the contributions to the Rogart Newletter and said the next issue should be out around Easter.
12. Microgrants: application for driving lessons-approved. Proposed JH, seconded SR
13. Finance: MF is treasurer. FR now has access to the CC bank account.
14. Ongoing road issues previously raised with Richard Gale. Steep drop at the side of the road opposite the Knibbs house, no progress. Davoch timber bridge, no progress. 20 mph consultation has ended, FR had replied on behalf of CC. Damage to Acheilidh bridge has been fixed! Alec Campbell and the Eiden Road, no progress.
15. Planning applications JH: house at Ardachu, porch/dormer/drainage Skiag. No comment required by CC.
16. AOB: 
A request was made to the CC for financial help for the PTA to buy gym equipment. FR recommended an application to the Kilbruar Trust.

 A request was made to publicize the Go Golspie appointment service in the Rogart News.
A request was made for Highland Council to investigate road safety on the bend east of the glass recycling bins. Kate Roach to explore further.

RDT is planning a food hygiene course and Kate Roach asked if other community groups would be interested and costs could be covered by micro grants.

Surveying continues for the new pylon line.

SR expressed concern over dog fouling in the village. Signs, bins and the lack of fencing around the play park were discussed. SR to publicize the problem on CC Facebook page, with support from FR. The poor state of the play park, and Highland Council’s responsibility for it were also discussed, as well as campervans emptying portable toilets in laybys and litter in the village. Richard Gale to be contacted for more information.

Meeting closed 20.42hrs


